Little minds

learning.

GIVE THEM EVERY ADVANTAGE.

5 STEPS
TO ACCESS EDUCATIONAL STIMULUS FUNDS

How to Access
EDUCATIONAL STIMULUS FUNDS
When the COVID-19 pandemic reached the United States in early 2020, numerous schools felt the ﬁnancial impact.
Districts across the country shuttered school doors and switched to remote learning, creating an educational and
economic crisis. Congress stepped in quickly with the CARES Act to provide funding for schools. That was followed by
two additional pieces of legislation to provide ﬁnancial support for schools to acquire technology, prepare for in-person
learning, and close gaps in education. The relief bills also helped schools address child poverty and the speciﬁc needs of
underserved communities.
The dense language in the legislation poses a challenge for educators trying to ﬁgure out how to apply for funding and
then use the funding. Fortunately, it’s much easier than the legislation makes it seem.
You only need to follow ﬁve simple steps to apply for grant money.
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ACCESS EDUCATIONAL STIMULUS
FUNDS IN FIVE STEPS
Visit your state’s
Department of Education website

Navigate to the website’s COVID-19 relief
section if applicable.
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If there is no section for COVID-relief,
visit the Grant section of the website.
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Select the grant and review the steps
required to apply for educational stimulus
funds in your state.

5

Complete and submit the application.

COVID-19 Grant Options
With the rapid succession of stimulus packages, knowing what to apply for can be confusing, but we can simplify it for you.

CARES, CRRSAA, and American Rescue Plan
The CARES Act created three funds to help schools overcome the ﬁnancial challenges of the COVID-19 pandemic. The
act funneled approximately $3 billion into the Governor’s Emergency Education Relief (GEER) Fund, $12.2 billion into the
Elementary and Secondary School Emergency Relief (ESSER) Fund, and $14 billion to the Higher Education Emergency
Relief Fund (HEER). The Coronavirus Response and Relief Supplemental Appropriations Act (CRRSAA) and the American
Rescue Plan Act of 2021 replenished the depleted funds with additional money.
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Helps schools meet the ﬁnancial
demands of preparing for
in-person learning
The complete list of approved uses
for the funds is in section 18003(d)
of the CARES Act.

ADDITIONAL SOURCES: https://www2.ed.gov/about/ofﬁces/list/ope/caresact.html

